


CANDIDATE HANDBOOK AND 
INFORMATION
This Candidate Handbook, together with the information and 
resources presented herein, is not intended to provide legal advice 
and is for general guidance only.

Demographics & Statistics
Economic Development Highlights
Form of Government and Organizational Structure
Council as a Legislative Body
Current Council Priorities and Compensation
Santa Clarita Elections
Resources
Q&A
Attachments
District Map

 Election Calendar

 Filing Schedules for Candidates and their Controlled Committees for Local Office

Resolution Calling Election

Resolution Stating Candidate Statement Regulations

Acknowledgement and Receipt

Making the Leap to Public Service Pamphlet

PAGE 2



DEMOGRAPHICS & STATISTICS

Incorporated December 15, 1987

From 39.417 to 73.6 square miles

Population – 228,673 (2020 
CENSUS data)

Registered Voters 
District 1 = 22,541
District 3 = 32,484

Community Amenities
Community Parks
Dog Parks
Community Centers
Libraries
Theatre
Recreational Complex
Skate Park
Community Pools
Bike Park
Class I and Class II Bike Paths – 108 
miles
Multi-use Trails – 110.9 miles
Open Space – Over 13,000 acres
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS
Business Development
Aerospace and Defense
Advanced Manufacturing
Information Technology
Medical Devices and Bioscience
Digital Media and Entertainment
Corporate HQ and Professional Services

Film
63 Soundstages
10 Movie Ranches

Tourism
10 Hotels within the City
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FORM OF GOVERNMENT

General Law City

Contract City – Fire and Public 
Safety

Council-Manager

Five Councilmembers
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
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A number of boards, commissions, and committees exist to advise the 
City Council.

Members, also known as Local Appointments, are appointed by the 
City Council generally following the installment of elected 
councilmembers.

 Planning Commission
 Parks, Recreation & Community Services Commission
 Arts Commission
Open Space Preservation District Financial Accountability and Audit Panel
 Board of Library Trustees
 North County Transportation Coalition
Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control Board of Trustees



CITY COUNCIL AS THE LEGISLATIVE BODY

Acts upon legislative matters concerning the City
Ordinances
 Resolutions
 Contracts
Other matters requiring policy decisions

Conducts the City’s business at open and public meetings

Represents the City on state, regional, and local boards
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MEETINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Regular Meetings – Second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.
 I-14.2 City Council Election, Summer and Holiday Recess Policy

Special Meetings

Study Sessions

Committee Meetings
 City Council Committee Appointments - 2024
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http://filecenter.santa-clarita.com/clerk/I-14.2-City-Council-Election-Summer-Holiday-Recess-6-14-16.pdf
https://santaclarita.gov/city-council/wp-content/uploads/sites/39/2023/06/2021-Revised-Council-Commi.pdf


CONFERENCES, EVENTS AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Ribbon Cuttings

Grand Openings

Charitable Events

Constituent Meetings

Conferences
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Building and Creating Community
Community Engagement
Sustaining Public Infrastructure
Enhancing Economic Vitality
Community Beautification and Sustainability
Organizational Excellence
Public Safety
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COUNCIL PRIORITIES

https://santaclarita.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/migration/2025%20ACTION%20ITEMS_final.pdf


COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Transfer of William S. Hart Regional Park 
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COUNCIL PRIORITIES

The Rink Sports Pavilion at the Santa Clarita Sports 
Complex
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COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Vista Canyon Road Bridge
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CITY COUNCIL COMPENSATION

Salary

Health Benefits—Health, Dental and Vision Insurance

Retirement Benefits

Life, Accidental Death & Dismemberment Insurance

Long-term Disability Insurance
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GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION

Consolidated Elections

Five-Member Council Is Elected By-District

Council Serves Staggered Four Year Terms

November 2024 seats:
 One seat in District 1
 One seat in District 3

November 2026 seats:
 One seat in District 2
 One seat in District 4
 One seat in District 5
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Candidates and residents may use the Residency Look-Up to identify 
individual residential addresses by district.

A City of Santa Clarita Council District map is available on the City’s 
District Elections website, and a copy is provided with candidate papers.

https://residency.santa-clarita.com/
https://santaclarita.gov/district-elections/


COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS

Be a registered voter within an open district of the City of Santa 
Clarita at the time nomination papers are issued

Reside within the same district of the City of Santa Clarita the entire 
term of office

Do not accept incompatible public office or employment during term 
of office
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NOMINATION PROCESS

Nomination Period Opens 
 July 15 is the first day to pull candidate documents
 Appointment is required to pick up all candidate documents

Nomination Period Closes
 August 9 is the last day to file original candidate documents; or
 If an incumbent does not file, the nomination period is extended to August 14

An appointment is required for filing

There is no filing fee to run for City Council

FILE EARLY – PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE DEADLINE 
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Candidate Intention Statement FPPC Form 501
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Nomination Paper
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Affidavit of Nominee and Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Statement of Economic Interests - FPPC Form 700
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Transliteration Form
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Ballot Designation Worksheet
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Candidate Statement Form
 Candidate Statements are optional
 Candidate Statement fees are determined by the Los Angeles County RR/CC Elections Division
 Additional regulations adopted by City Council Resolution No. 24-30
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Code of Fair Campaign Practices
 Optional
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



Literature and Mass Mailing Requirements
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS



IRS Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification (W-9 
Form)
 Required if depositing funds to the City for a Candidate Statement
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CANDIDATE DOCUMENTS

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf


Political Reform Act – Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Forms
 Recipient Committee Form 410
 Contribution Forms 460/470/497
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CANDIDATE FORMS

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/forms.html


CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION REGULATIONS

Updated FPPC Contribution Rules for the Levine Act (Pay-to-Play Limits and Prohibitions 
(Government Code Section 84308)

 Officials are prohibited from accepting, soliciting, or directing a contribution exceeding $250 
from a party or participant for 12 months after the final decision of a proceeding.

 Filing Schedule is available on the FPPC website Filing Deadline Calendar – FPPC and 
included with candidate documents.

CITY CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION REGULATONS

Campaign Limits – Santa Clarita Municipal Code Chapter 7.02.030

 No anonymous donations

 Itemize donations of $100 or more

 Include name and address of contributor and contributor’s employer

 Contribution limit of $1,000 per contributor per election

Campaign Disclosure – Santa Clarita Municipal Code Chapter 7.02.040

 Electronic Filing
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https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Filing%20Schedules/2024/november-2024/local/2024_01_LCL_Can_Final.pdf


SIGN REGULATIONS

The Santa Clarita Municipal Code governs signage within the City of 
Santa Clarita

Temporary Sign – Santa Clarita Municipal Code Chapter 17.11.020
 Any sign constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wallboard, wood or other 

light materials, with or without frames, intended to be displayed for a limited period of 
time.

Noncommercial Sign – Santa Clarita Municipal Code Chapter 17.11.020
 A sign that does not name, advertise or call attention to a commercial or industrial 

business, commodity, product, good, service or other commercial or industrial activity for a 
commercial or industrial purpose.

Regulations for temporary noncommercial signs vary depending upon whether the signage 
is located on private property or on public property.

Public Property – Santa Clarita Municipal Code Chapter 11.12
 Temporary noncommercial signage may not be placed on public property or in public 

rights-of-way. Such signs are subject to removal by the City. Once removed, the signs 
can either be retrieved (subject to a fine) or the signs can be stored until after the 
election (and retrieved at that time without a fine). 

Private Property – Santa Clarita Municipal Code Chapter 17.51.080
 Temporary freestanding noncommercial signs may be placed on private property, 

provided that such temporary noncommercial signage is in compliance with the code with 
regard to placement, size, quantity and design. Those standards vary depending upon 
whether the private property is commercial or residential. Noncommercial signs on private 
property that do not conform to the requirements of the SCMC will not be removed by 
the City, but will subject the property owners to code enforcement action. Candidates are 
encouraged to obtain property owner permission prior to installing any signage. 
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C, MX, PI, I and OS Zones
•32 square feet per sign;
•200 square feet total for all signage

•Location
•Front or side yard of private property
•Prohibited on any public right-of-way

17.51.080(S)
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SIGN REGULATIONS (CONT’D)



ADVERTISING REGULATIONS

Political Reform Act – Fair Political Practices Commission
 California Code of Regulations – www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-
advertising-requirement-restrictions.html

Political Reform Chapter 7 – City of Santa Clarita
 Santa Clarita Municipal Code

Interference with City Property or Notices Chapter 11.12 – City of Santa 
Clarita
 Santa Clarita Municipal Code

Property Development Standards Chapter 17.51.080(S) – City of Santa 
Clarita
 Santa Clarita Municipal Code

Literature and Mass Mailing Requirements – California Codes
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http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-advertising-requirements-restrictions.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/#!/SantaClarita07/SantaClarita07.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/#!/SantaClarita11/SantaClarita1112.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/#!/SantaClarita17/SantaClarita1751.html


WHAT CAN YOU DO NOW?

Attend or watch City Council and/or Commission Meetings

Visit the City’s Website

Review the Santa Clarita Map to ensure you are soliciting signatures 
from residents within the City of Santa Clarita and the district in which 
you are running

Understand Fair Political Practices Regulations and Reporting 
Responsibilities

Make an appointment to file Candidate Documents
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RESOURCES

City of Santa Clarita – www.santaclarita.gov
 Local Elections Official: City Clerk (661) 255-4391
 https://santaclarita.gov/city-clerk/elections/
 Santa Clarita Municipal Code 
 Campaign Disclosure Filing
 Sign Ordinance Questions: Justin Hillemann (661) 255-4351

Los Angeles County – www.lavote.gov/
 Register to Vote
 Voter Information for Campaigns
 Candidate Handbook and Resource Guide

Fair Political Practices Commission – (866) 275-3772 or www.fppc.ca.gov/
 Conflict of Interest Disclosure and Disqualifications
 Campaign Disclosure
 Financial Reporting
 Use of Campaign Funds
 Candidate Toolkit
 Candidate and Treasurer Training Webinars
 Levine Act-Changes to Section 84308

State Franchise Tax Board – (800) 852-5711
 Committee Tax Status
 Tax Deductible Contributions
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As a Candidate, you are encouraged to contact county, state, and 
federal offices regarding elections, tax, and Political Reform Act 
regulations through the information provided herein or your own 
resources.

http://www.santaclarita.gov/
https://santaclarita.gov/city-clerk/elections/
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/
https://santaclarita.gov/city-clerk/elections/campaign-filings/
https://www.lavote.gov/
https://content.lavote.gov/docs/rrcc/documents/candidate-handbook-general-election-book-11-5-24-v-2.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/fppc-v2/fppc-www/learn/campaign-rules/candidate-toolkit-getting-started.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach/upcoming-training-opportunities.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Documents/Changes_to_Section_84308_Final.pdf


RESOURCES (CONT’D)

Secretary of State - www.sos.ca.gov
 Political Reform Division - (916) 653-6814
 Campaign Committee ID Number

 Elections Division – (916) 653-6814
 State Elections Code Questions

Internal Revenue Service – (800) 829-1040
 Federal Taxpayer ID

Attorney General – (800) 952-5225
 Brown Act

Institute for Local Government – www.ca-ilg.org
• How Can I Determine the Impact of Public Service Ethics Laws on Me?
 What to Know about Ethics Laws Before You are Elected or Appointed
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http://www.sos.ca.gov/
http://www.ca-ilg.org/
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/how_to_take_steps.pdf?1436996004
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/making_the_leap_to_public_service_pamphlet_8_12.pdf?1436996004
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