APPENDIX F3

California Department of Fish and Game 2001 Criteria



Recommendationg to Halp Avoid Significant Fish, Wildlife and

Native Plant Resourcae Impacts for California Envircnmgn;al

Quality Aet (CERA) Projacts in Del Norte, Humboldt, Tplnlty,
Siskiyou, Shasta, Tehama, Lassan and Modoc Counties

BY

The Department of Fish and Game
{Northarn California-North Ccpast [Regicn 1])

These suggestions can help reduce most potential impacts on
the- following-rasources to "less than significant" under the
CEQA.

Dapartment biclogists have relied on scientific research and
literatura and professiconal sxperience to davalop the following
recommendations to protect thes publicfs fish, wildlifz and native
plant resources.

It is our underatanding that the CEQA procaess is intendsd
to: (1) identify potentially significant impacts, (2) determine
if such impacts can be avoided, (3) describe feasible mitigation
for unavoidable impacts and (4) identify the ovsrriding
considerations whaen mitigation is not feasible.

The intant <f thesa suggestions is te promote the second
step of avoidance. If avoidance is not poesible or if mitigation
is required, please contact Departzent staff to determine if
assistance is possible.



RIPARIAN EHABITAT

For lsad agsncy planning purposes, most rivers ;nd
triputaries should be designated by thae Department with the
accompanying buffer to provide the required level of protection.
For an example, the following map (example 2) has tha main and
secondary tributaries identified. Splid line strsams % e main
tributaries requiring either a 100-foot minimum buffer which
includes the riparian vegetation plus 50 feet, whichever is
greater. Dotted line streams are secondary tributaries requiring
aither a 50-foot minimum buffer or a buffer which includaes the
riparian vegetatien plus 25 feet, whichever i& greater.

Example: Upper Sacramentc Valley (urban and rural setting)

From Top @f Bank (minimum) or Fros Outgi dgs from exi i iparia
150 feat Sacramento River 75 faet

100 feat Main Tributaries 50 feet

50 feat Secondary Tributarias 25 feel

If development rastrictions rslated teo mandatory
reguirements 42 not allow a project to completsly avoid the area
of thas buffer zone cutside the riparian vegetation, the projact
proponent may average the satback distance aleng the riparian
habitat for the langth of the project.

Floed plain -« it should be noted that this habitat
protection does not compensats for "additicnal flooding problems”
with full buildeout in upper watershed. Additional project
generatad water should be retained and relsased by use of
detention ponds, atc., to mimic natural conditioms.



EXAMPLE 2.

NORTH WEST AREA | '--

cmsemes N ain Trinutarie

50 feet from riparian drinline or
100 feet from bank, whichever

is greater.
sess ® Secondary Tributaries

25 feet from riparian dripline or
50 feet fram bank, whichever
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WRTLANDS

Wetland Habitats - includes wildlife hapitat reslaticnships
(WHR) habitat types: wet maadows, frach emergent wetlands, saline
emergernt wetlands, riverine, lacustrine, estuarine, and small
saeeps and springs (Mayar and Laudenslayar 1988). These critaria
do not apply to and will nef protact varnal peomls or duna hollow
watlands. The wetland size should be considered the most
important factor for the application of buffers to protect this
- - -resource. Wetland buffers are upland areas that surround or llie
adjacant to a wvetland that assist in reducing petential adversa
impacts to wetland functions and values from adjacent disturbance

(see example 1).

8izs of Wetland ¥atland Buffer Neadgd
0 - 1.0 ACRE 30 FEET

1.1 -~ 5.0 ACRES 7% FEET

5.1 + ACRES 160 FEET



EXAMPLE 1.

EXAMPLE OF AWETLAND BUFFER
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